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Risk has all the trappings of a phenomenal board game: It’s cheap, engrossing, and has the uncanny ability to ruin lifelong friendships in one night. Risk was originally released in the '50s, which makes it ancient when compared with today’s modern game design. The iconic title has undergone several official redesigns in that time, including one
designed specifically for video games, Risk: Factions. The first thing one might notice about this game is that, unlike many of the other entries on this list, it looks professional. Officially licensed by Hasbro and published by Electronic Arts, Factions has production values that make free browser incarnations of Risk look like student projects. The
game'’s solid frame rate and cute art style — embodied in the game’s five colorful factions — make it one of the more attractive versions available, but the gameplay changes are where it really stands out. In addition to classic Risk mode, Factions provides an updated version of the game where, in addition to the typical routine of invading countries
and rolling dice, players can complete objectives such as capturing an enemy capital or conquering an entire continent in one turn. Doing so will provide bonuses to the player, which in turn gives the game more strategic diversity. Other gameplay additions include different types of terrain, such as volcanoes, which can greatly impact the flow of the
game. Factions doesn’t reinvent the wheel, though, and many of the classic game’s weakness are still present. Grueling campaigns can grind to a halt due to unlucky dice rolls, frustrating even the best strategist. But the changes still make for more dynamic campaigns, ushering Risk into the modern age of game design. Conquer Club was one of the
first online strategy games to tackle the world of Risk, and it holds true to its founding principles. The free-to-play game features almost everything you know and love about the Parker Brothers original, just without the official title. The game doesn’t require any additional software — aside from your favorite browser — and touts a robust, active
community that frequently hosts online tournaments and hosts one of the most rip-roaring forums on the Web. The interface could definitely use a bit of a facelift, but the wide selection of maps and the sheer number of diehard members have kept the game alive and well long after the site’s launch. Like Conquer Club, Dominating Twelve features
stunning maps and gameplay that help make it shine among the rest of our picks. The interface and gameplay are sleek, with more than 30 maps to choose from, but games take some time to fill up given the rather small community of users. Once signed up, players can choose from a classic deathmatch scenario or Capitals, a game in which your
opponent only needs to capture your capital in order to capture all of your territories and automatically win the game. The game is free to play, regularly updated, and provides a premium option should you decide you want unlimited active games, private messaging, vacation periods, or a slew of other features not included with a standard account.
Although it’s not Risk per se, Land Grab is another browser-based strategy game that shares many similarities to Risk without any association whatsoever, legally speaking. After creating a free account, players can participate in up to four game at once as they battle for ultimate world domination on more than 60 user-created maps. The interface
and maps are decent — not outstanding, but what can you expect when players create the content? Nevertheless, some of the maps are standouts and show a good deal of promise. Land Grab ranks among the best Risk-like games given the fully-fledged customization options, strong base community, and excellent replay value. Cartographers rejoice!
Major Command boasts some of the most stunning Risk-esque gameplay currently available online. The interface and map design are simply gorgeous, whether you are confined to a single battlefield in Africa or operating on a global scale, and the ability to choose between Casual and Real Time game modes adds a level depth that’s hard to find
elsewhere. Like Risk, players are randomly assigned a region and given deployable troops in an effort to conquer the entire map or reach the mission objective. The game is free to play, routinely updated, and features a lively community that can never seem to get enough of Major Command. Try joining a clan, entering a tournament, or opting for the
premium version if you really want to get down and dirty. With more than 200 public maps, War Gear is one of the most extensive and customizable options when it comes to playing Risk-like alternatives. The site allows players to schedule their games on their own time — whether you want to take turns over a period of several days or mere hours —
and features a vast wealth of user-created content. Launched in 2009, the site maintains a strong, loyal following years later and is still constantly growing and evolving. Warlight is a Risk alternative that is actually worth it, both on- and offline. The game features an admirable A.I., a decent collection of maps, competitive ladders, and compelling
gameplay that works in the same vein as the rest of the picks on our list. Some of the maps are massive (3,000 territories) and players can choose the pace at which the game plays out if they want more fast-paced gameplay than is traditionally offered. The site is also frequently updated, with new features rolling out regularly, and boasts one of the
more flexible game engines out there. While we welcome the greater customization the engine offers, the varying gameplay mechanics and modes can be a bit much for the novice gamer, taking considerable time to get up to speed. The active community is also fairly small and forum posts remain sparse at times. Times are strange right now. It seems
like everyone is holed up in their homes trying to flatten the curve and do their best to keep the coronavirus spread to a minimum. Meanwhile, we’ve been looking for new and creative ways to connect with their friends and family now that in-person hangouts aren’t possible for the foreseeable future. After a while, FaceTime and waving to your
friends when you pass their apartments during a solo walk can get old. One thing we do have that didn’t exist during other pandemics throughout history is the internet which makes connecting much easier. A lot has changed, but not everything has to. We don’t have to skip game night. Every night can be game night now which is why we compiled a
list of the best multiplayer apps like virtual board games and games you can stream with friends. Scroll through to get ideas for your next virtual game night or ways to keep yourself and your friends entertained while we wait out the coronavirus.Great Multiplayer Phone AppsA perennial favourite for a reason, Words With Friends allows you to
unleash your long-tucked away SAT prep vocabulary on friends and family. Play with friends or join a random game with other app users. Social distancing may feel like the ultimate game of social Uno, but a good virtual card game can do a lot to make you feel like you’'re having a fun night in with your friends. While the game itself is pretty
straightforward, the app takes the classic card game to the next level with tournaments, adventures, and new ways to play. Buddy up with a friend in 2v2 mode and use teamwork to win the game. If you have a little more time, get a tournament going. Or add some of Uno’s new rules like “discard all” where you can completely remove one colour from
your hand.Love games where you have to make up an answer but have a terrible poker face? Well, now that everyone is self-quarantined, it doesn’t matter! If you’ve played Balderdash, the rules are pretty much the same. Choose from a number of categories, make up an answer to a question, and hope that your friends believe your answer is the real
one. The more friends you convince, the more points you get.Go back to your Mario Kart tournament days, no Gamecube required! Just because we’re all playing from our respective homes doesn’t mean that Mario Kart is any less cutthroat. Challenge up to seven of your friends from the convenience of your phone.Monopoly is a classic rainy day game
and it wouldn’t surprise us if it became a classic quarantine game as well. The app allows up to four players, but other than that the game is the same. One small exception. You can’t create your own rules like you can with the actual board game, which, admit it, we all did from time to time. Who knows, maybe with all this extra time we have, we’ll
actually finish a few games.Did you and your friends go to a weekly pub quiz? Now, you can make your own pub quiz at home. Just grab your favourite drinks, grab a friend, and download Quiz Up. The app tests your knowledge of a myriad of subjects ranging from Harry Potter trivia to history. Each quiz is pretty short, only six questions long, and you
only have 10 seconds to answer each question. The faster you answer, the more points you can get.Games You Can Stream With FriendsWarning: You might find out who is the Gordon Ramsay of your friend group by playing this game. In Overcooked 2, you and your friends are line cooks who must chop, cook, and prepare restaurant orders at
lightning speed in order to make it to the next round. It’s for two to four players and works on PlayStation 4, Xbox One, Switch, PC, and Mac. Whatever you do, just make sure that someone is on dicing duty.Available on PlayStation 4, Xbox One, PC, or Mac, Fortnite: Save the World is the free-to-play version of the popular group game Fortnite. You
and up to three friends must work together to collect resources, build barricades, and kill zombies in order to level up and win the game. Minecraft is whatever you want it to be. The sky - or rather the server - is the limit. You can explore new worlds or build one of your own with as many friends as the bandwidth can hold, or up to eight if you are
playing the Xbox 360 version of the game. It is pretty much the sandbox of games. You can create whatever you want and make your world your own. As of last year, Minecraft is playable across platforms meaning that your friend on their PC, the one of an Xbox 360, and the other on PlayStation 4 can all play together in the same game.Challenge your
friends to a game of Pictionary by drawing ridiculous prompts using anything from your smartphone, tablet, laptop, or gaming console. The iOS app and streaming versions are free to users, but if you want it on your PlayStation 4, Nintendo Switch, or Xbox One, you’ll need to pay for the game. You might not need to shout your answers like if you were
playing at a friend’s house, but you’'ll likely get caught up in the game and shout them anyway.One of the most famous, iconic role-playing games there is, Dungeons & Dragons is perfect for those who want to get lost in a fantasy adventure story when playing a video game. Knowing that the coronavirus has us all cooped up indoors, the creators of the
game made all dungeons, raids, and expansion packs available to everyone through the end of April. So, if there was ever a time to try your hand at the game the Stranger Things kids love so much, now is the time.Star Wars Battlefront 20riginally released in 2005, Star Wars Battlefront 2 has become a beloved classic to Star Wars fans and video
game lovers alike. Even casual fans will find that the game’s multiplayer campaigns quickly get you hooked. It starts with one game, and the next thing you know, you have to save the galaxy. Star Wars Battlefront 2 is available on PlayStation 4, Xbox One, and Windows PC. It’s also available online on Steam and GOG.
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